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OPENING PRAYER

Leader: Blessed are you, Mary, because you have believed.

All: The fruit of your womb is holy, because it will be the light that illuminates
those who walk in darkness and in the shadows of death. That is why everyone
will call you blessed.

Leader: We invoke the presence of the Holy Spirit:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the
fire of your love. Sends, Lord your spirit and renew the face of the earth.
Oh God, that you have instructed the hearts of your faithful with the light
of the Holy Spirit, grant us through the same spirit that always enjoy her
divine consolation. By Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING [ Revelation 11 (19a); 12 (1-6a), (10ab) ]

God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant could be seen in the temple. A
great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet,
and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was with child and wailed aloud in pain as she
labored to give birth.
Then another sign appeared in the sky; it was a huge red dragon, with seven heads and ten
horns, and on its heads were seven diadems. Its tail swept away a third of the stars in the sky
and hurled them down to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman about to give
birth, to devour her child when she gave birth. She gave birth to a son, a male child, destined
to rule all the nations with an iron rod. Her child was caught up to God and his throne.
The woman herself fled into the desert where she had a place prepared by God. Then I heard a
loud voice in heaven say: “Now have salvation and power come, and the Kingdom of our God
and the authority of his Anointed One.”

Revelation is a very suggestive book, which speaks to us through symbols.

In the middle of the sky appears a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of
twelve stars. She is the woman who has given birth to a son that the dragon wants to devour. The scene becomes
loud: "The victory, the power and the kingdom of our God, and the command of his Messiah is coming."

Since the Messiah is mentioned, it is concluded that the woman spoken of is Mary, his mother. The image is
adorned with elements of the Old Testament, since the twelve stars represent the twelve tribes of Israel.

Mary is the woman full of God, first in grace and then in glory.

The Assumption is the Passover of Mary, the reality of the triumph of redemption and the pledge of the fullness
that awaits us. Her mystery is that of the resurrection which, in Christ, has conquered death.

That is why we know that "the victory of our God is coming". It is the opportune time to put all our interest in the
definitive victory that awaits us and that we will achieve with the imitation of Christ. (...) The Passover of Mary is
a promise for us.

This solemnity is destined to increase the hope in our hearts. That is why, at the Assumption, we raise our eyes
and sigh for heaven. We know that the world passes by and that we are on our way to the Promised Land, heaven.
When we arrive, faith will turn into vision. Vision of the perfect beauty of God.



SECOND READING [ 1 Corinthians 15 (20-27a) ]

Brothers and sisters:
Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since
death came through man, the resurrection of the dead came also through man. For just as in
Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be brought to life, but each one in proper order: Christ
the firstfruits; then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ; then comes the end, when he
hands over the Kingdom to his God and Father, when he has destroyed every sovereignty and
every authority and power.
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be
destroyed is death, for “he subjected everything under his feet.”

Christ is the first fruit of the risen ones. With his resurrection we know that the great harvest is possible,
since it has already begun which reaffirms our hope in the resurrection.

In Jesus the prodigious feast of his resurrection is the harvest, the inauguration, the Assumption of Mary is
the first participant in the feast. The resurrection of Jesus and the Assumption of Mary mean that in the risen
Christ, the center of liberated creation, the restoration process ceases to be a promise to become a reality.

The Assumption of Mary confirms to us that in the resurrection of Christ the entire creation reaches its
fullness; that the world and the body will cease to be our limited spaces when the glorious freedom of the
children of God is manifested.

GOSPEL [ Luke 1 (39-56) ]

Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of
Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, he infant leaped
in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in
a loud voice and said,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord
should come to me?
For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the
infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed
that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.”
And Mary said:
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior for he has
looked with favor on his lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed: the
Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear
him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, and has scattered the proud in
their conceit. He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. He
has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has come to
the help of his servant Israel for he has remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he
made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children forever.”
Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.

The women of Israel felt honored and esteemed by the children they had. This people, oriented towards the
future by the promises that had been made to them, rejoiced in their descendants and expected everything from
those who had to come. Hence the joy and glory of all the mothers of Israel and the deep sorrow of the women
who could not give birth. If Mary is the one who carries in her womb the one who was to come, the promised
Messiah, the Blessed One, she is for that very reason the most blessed among all women.

The song of the Magnificat is in the tradition of other OT songs, such as that of Hannah, (1 Samuel 2, 1-10) the
mother of Samuel. This beautiful composition is not original of Mary, who pronounces it from very ancient texts,
inspired by the Spirit of God throughout many centuries, and which she knew. In other words, Mary expresses her
joy using God's words.

Mary returns to God the praise she receives from Israel. God is the one who deserves all honor and all glory, the
mighty one who has done wonders for his servant.



But in the wonders that the Lord has done in Mary, she recognizes the style or way of acting of the Lord in the
history of human salvation. She confesses that God is pleased to overturn the order established by the injustice of
the rich, of the proud, of the rulers of this world, and that he does this by exalting the most humble. The Lord
humiliates, thwarts and despoils the lords of this world (we also read it in Psalm 89 and Job 12:19) and exalts and
fills with good things the least, the hungry, the poor and the exploited (also the we read in Luke 6:20 and in
Matthew 5).

MEANING OF THE FEAST
Among the four solemnities of the liturgical calendar in which Mary is the protagonist - January 1,
divine motherhood; December 8, immaculate conception; August 15, glorious assumption; March
25, annunciation of the Lord-, we could say that two of them have more Christological references
-maternity and annunciation- and the other two have more ecclesiological references -conception
and assumption- . It is true that for Mary - as for the Church - everything is Christological:
everything is in function of Christ the Savior! But with this distinction we want to show that in the
understanding of these two mysteries of Mary an "exemplary" factor for the Church enters that is
important: Mary is the first redeemed - immaculate conception - and she is the first glorified -
assumption.
VICTORY ON THREE LEVELS
Today's party can be said to have three levels:
a) It is the victory of Christ Jesus: the Risen Lord, as Paul presents him to us, is the
culminating point of God's saving plan. He is the "first fruit", the first to fully triumph over death
and evil, passing into the new existence. The second and final Adam who corrects the failure of
the first.
b) It is the victory of the Virgin Mary, who, as the first follower of Jesus and the first saved by
her Passover, already participates in the victory of her Son, who also raised her to definitive glory
in body and soul. She, who knew how to say a radical "yes" to God, who believed in him and was
fully obedient to him in her life ("Let it be done to me according to your Word"), is now glorified
and associated with the victory of the Son. her. Truly the Lord "has done great works" in her.
c) It is also our victory, because the triumph of Christ and of his Mother is projected to the
Church and to all humanity. Our destiny is portrayed and condensed in Mary. Just as hers "yes"
was hers as a representative of ours, so God's "yes" to her, glorifying her, is also a yes to us: it
points us to the destiny that God wants for all. The ecclesial community is a community on the
move, in constant struggle against evil. The Woman of Revelation, the Church herself, and within
her in an eminent way the Virgin Mary, guarantee us our final victory. The Virgin is "the figure
and the first fruit of the Church, which one day will be glorified; she is the consolation and hope
of your people, still a pilgrim on earth" (preface).
Each Eucharist places us on the line and the path of the Assumption. If we celebrate it well, we
are on the right track.

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we lift
up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy
power that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You,
we give you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to bless
our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father …
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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